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ARTHUR  O'CONNOR'S 
LETTER 

TO 

LORD  CASTLEREAGH. 
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On  Wednefday,  the  16th  inftant,  Mr,  Juftice 
Swan,  accompanied  by  a  number  of  Englifh  mi- 
litia,  paid  a  domiciliary  vifit  to  Kilmainham  Prifon, 
at  day  break,  as  we  fuppofe,  on  information  that 
Arthur  O'Connor  was  writing  a  ftatement  of  Lord 
Caftlereagh's.  conduct.     Mr.  Swan,  after  a  mod 
minute  examination  of  Arthur  O'Connor's  moil 
private  concerns,  took  away  the  following  letter  to 
Lord  Caftlereagh — orders  were  immediately  iflued 
for  ftraitening  his  imprifonment  to   the  clofeit 
poffibie  |  confinement  —  fome   of  the  prifoners 
have  been    loaded   with  bolts    and    irons,  but 
whether  Arthur  O'Connor  be  ironed  or  not,  we 
cannot  determine,  as  he  has  been  feparated  from 
his  fellow- prifoners,  and  as  he  is  not  let  out  of  the 
cell  in  which  he  is  imprifoned,  even  to  take  a  mo- 
ment's air  or  exercife,  fince  this  letter  has  come 
into  his  Lordfhip's  pofTeffion. 


ARTHUR  O'CONNOR'S 
LETTER 


HEN  it  is  confidered  that  five  months  have 
elapfed,  fince  you  undertook  to  pledge  the  faith 
and  honor  of  Lord  CornwalliYs  adminiftration,  in 
a  tranfaction,  which  it  fhall  be  the  bufinefs  of  this 
letter  to  explain,  it  cannot  be  imputed  to  me,  that 
I  have  been  actuated  by  any  unmanly  impatience 
under  the  infults,  the  injuries,  and  the  calumnies  to 
which  your  difhonourable  conduct,  for  a  time,  has 
expofed  me,  or  that  what  I  fhall  fay  has  been  the 
refult  of  paflion  and  not  of  the  mod  mature  deli- 
beration. I  fhall  firft  (late  the  tranfaclion,  in  the 
order  in  which  it  has  happened,  and  then  draw  fuch 
conclufions  and  offer  fuch  remarks,  as  will  place 
your  conduct  in  fuch  points  of  view,  as  that  they 
that  run  may  read.  I  will  not  lofe  time  in  afcer- 
taining  how  or  from  whom  the  idea  of  proponng 
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terms  for  laving  the  lives  of  Bond  and  Byrne  ori- 
ginated ;  it  was  a  circumftance  of  which  I  had  no 
knowledge.  On  the  24th  of  July  lad,  Mr.  Dobbs 
and  the  Sheriff  entered  my  prifon  with  a  written 
paper,  figned  by  feventy  ftate  prifoners,  purpofmg 
<c  to  give  fuch  information  as  was  in  their  power  of 
arms,  ammunition,  and  fc hemes  of  warfare,"  (of 
which  it  is  now  manifeft  they  knew  little  or  nothing) 
<c  and  to  confent  to  leave  Ireland*  provided  the 
lives  of  Bond  and  Byrne,  (both  under  fentence  of 
death)  fhould  be  fpared."  I  refufed  to  fign  it, 
not  only  from  a  deteflation  of  entering  into  any 
condi^:ons  with  thofe,  who  compofed  the  councils 
of  Lord  Cornwall's  adminidration,  but  becaufe  in 
the  maflacre  of  my  unarmed  countrymen  (till  raging, 
I  did  not  think  that  any  object,  which  was  not  ge- 
neral, could  warrant  me,  in  whom  fuch  confidence 
was  placed  by  fo  many  millions  of  my  countrymen, 
to  enter  into  any  fuch  compact,  and  becaufe  the' 
pombility  of  its  being  attributed  to  a  defire  to  fave 
my  own  life,  in  the  peculiar  Situation  I  flood  in, 
was  in  my  mind  an  infuperable  objection,  if  there 
had  been  no  other.  Befides,  it  feemed  to  me  that 
to  fave  the  lives  of  Bond  and  Byrne,  enough  had 
figned  their  felf-facrifice  to  induce  the  miniflers,  al- 
ready fated  with  blood  (as  you  and  Lord  Clare  ap- 
peared to  be  when  we  met)  to  acquiefce  \  but  in 
this  I  was  deceived,  a  council  fat  on  the  fate  of 
Byrne — he  was  executed.  In  this  barter  of  blood, 
although  you  had  leffened  your  quantum  by  half, 
yet  you  raifed  your  demands  for  the  price  of  the 
other,  and  propofed  to  thofe  who  had  figned  the 
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paper,  that  they  fhould  deliver  up  names.  The 
heroifm  and  utter  contempt,  with  which  fo  many 
thoufands  of  my  brave  countrymen  had  met  death 
in  preference  to  life,  and  thofe  profufe  rewards  they 
were  prefled  to  accept  to  betray  their  afTociates,  and 
the  unparalleled  fortitude  -with  which  they  endured 
the  moft  excruciating  tortures,  not  only  at  Bcres- 
ford's  ridingrheufii  Sandys' s-prevot,  the  old  cuftom- 
boufey  and  the  royal- exchange,  but  thefe  torturtngs 
and  lafhings,  which  refounded  in  every  hamlet 
throughout  the  nation,  rather  than  violate  the  prin- 
ciples to  which  they  had  fvvorn,  mould  have  de- 
terred you  from  offering  a  proportion  fo  truly  dif- 
honourable.  You  may  -enjoy  all  the  fatisfaction 
your  heart  can  reap  from  being  the  author  of  fuch 
a  propofal,  whilft  the  expreflion  of  the  contempt 
and  abhorrence,  with  which  it  was  rejected,  reds 
with  thofe  to  whom  you  propofed  it.  *  Immediately 
after  this  bafe  proportion  had  "been  retracted,  on 
the  eve  of  Bond's  execution,  (a  beloved  friend, 
whom  I  myfelf  had  brought  into  the  undertaking) 
furrounded  with  the  horrors  of  a  channel- houfe, 
where,  day  after  day,  I  had  feeri  the  companions 
and  friends  of  my  heart  dragged  before  feme  tri- 
bunal or  other,  "  from  wtofe  bcurn  no  traveller 
returns,11  whilft  not  an  hour  that  was  nor  the  mef- 
fenger  of  fome  direful  difafters,  where  my  coun- 
trymen without  leaders,  ammunition  or  arms,  con- 
tinued the  victims.  Thus  environed  with  horrors, 
it  was  intimated  to  me,  that  at  the  council,  which 
had  fat  on  the  fate  of  Byrne,  the  parties  had  been 
nearly  ballanced,  thofe  who  were  fated  with  the 
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blood  that  had  flowed  and  thofe  that  were  not ;  that 
the  latter,  who  had  been  triumphant  in  the  cafe  of 
Byrne,  had  made  my  confenting  to  facrifice  myfelf 
a  fine  qua  non,  and  that  my  compliance  would  in- 
cline the  ballance  in  favour  of  the  party,  which  had 
declared  againft  fhedding  more  blood,  of  which 
party  Lord  Cornwallis  was  not  only  the  head,  but 
that  he  was  the  father  of  this  fentiment  to  which  a 
part  of  the  council  now  profefTed  to  be  converts. 
How  far  this  intimation  was  fact  it  was  impoffible 
for  me  to  afcertain ;  but  whether  I  confidered  the 
extent  and  value  of  the  object,  in  putting  a  flop  to 
that  indifcriminate  maffacre  of  a  difarmed  people, 
the  truth  of  which,  though  not  the  extent,  has  been 
fo  fully  proved  by  fome  of  thofe  enquiries  which 
have  been  made  by  Lord  Cornwallis,  fo  much  to 
his  credit ;  or  whether  I  confidered  it  as  affording 
my  countrymen  an  opportunity  to  make  their  re- 
treat from  an  effort,  not  worfe  conducted  than,  it 
had  been  unwifely  concerted,  as  putting  a  ffop  to 
thofe  horrible  tortures,  fo  univerfally  practifed  to 
extort  confeffions,  it  appeared  to  me  as  holding 
out  advantages  too  considerable  for  my  beloved 
countrymen,  to  authorize  me,  in  the  firft  inftance, 
to  decline  holding  an  interview  with  the  Irifla  go- 
vernment, to  try  how  far  any  facrifice  I  could  make, 
confident  with  honor,  could  enable  me  to  obtain 
objects  fo  devoutly  to  be  wifhed.    With  this  view, 
I  yielded  to  the  folicitations,  which  were  made  to 
me,  to  undertake  to  make  terms  for  the  country 
with  thofe,  in  whofe  hands  the  government  was 
veiled  y  I  confented  to  meet  you  for  this  purpofe, 
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but  fore  feeing  that  the  mifreprefentations  and 
fallhood  which  have  been  practifed,  would  be  at- 
tempted, I  expressly  ftipulated,  that  fome  men 
upon  whofe  honor  I  could  rely,  mould  accompany 
me — .Emmet  and  M'Neven  were  accordingly  joined 
with  me,  upon  the  part  of  the  ftate  prifoners. 
— A  fhort  time  after  we  had  been  in  one  of  the 
lower  apartments  in  the  caftle,  you  entered,  when 
]  accofted  you,  with  ftipulating  that  we  fhould  have 
the  right  of  publiming,  in  order  to  fecure  us  from 
calumny,  you  then  requefted  that  we  would  con- 
fentto  the  Chancellor's  being  prefentj  Mr.  Cooke 
made  a  third  on  the  part  of  government,  as  I  iup- 
pofe  in  his  official  capacity.  When  we  were  all 
affembled,  the  fiift  demand  I  made  was,  «  that 
I  might  not  be  required  to  fign  any  conditions  with 
the  Irifn  governments  but  that  I  might  be  brought 
to  trial  upon  whatever  evidence  could  be  produced 
agiaft  me,  and  that  whatever  quarter  government 
might  give  to  a  difarmed  people,  might  be  granted 
without  forcing  me  to  facrifice  myfelf  for  an  equi- 
valent." This  you  zvould  not  affent  to,  which  con- 
vinced me  that  it  was  pre-determined,  as  I  had 
been  informed,  that  my  devoting  myfelf  was  made 
a  fine  qua  non,  and  that  without  it,  the  fyftem  of 
blood  would  ft  ill  be  triumphant.  I  told  you,  you 
had  no  evidence  whatsoever  againft  me,  which  you 
did  not  deny.  Having  put  it  beyond  doubt,  that  a 
regard  for  felf  or  for  life  had  no  fhare  in  the  part 
I  was  now  forced  to  adopt,  to  fave  the  blood  of  my 
countrymen,  and  that  I  was  throwing  myfelf  be- 
tween them  and  the  perfection  to  which  they  Mill 
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were  a  prey,  my  next  concern  was  to  make  the 
terms  as  wide  as  I  could.  To  this  end,  I  obferved 
that  as  the  information  I  mould  condition  to  give 
might  be  made  a  fubject  for  grounding  a  charge  of 
conftruclive  treafon  againft  the  whole  Union,  as 
had  been  attempted  fo  widely  in  England,  I  could 
not  confent  to  give  any  information  whatever, 
unlefs  I  was  afTured  that  no  more  blood  fhouid  be 
fried  for  any  thing  that  had  pa  fifed  in  the  Union. 
The  Chancellor  affirmed  that  conftructive  treafon 
was  law,  and  that  if  his  advice  had  been  followed, 
every  member  of  the  Union  would  have  been  pro- 
fee  uted  for  treafon  3  to  which  I  replied  that  he  mud 
have  profecuted  the  people  of  Ireland  to  extermi- 
nation, as  nearly  the  whole  population  was  of  the 
Union,  againh:  which  he  was  to  draw  his  bill  of 
indictment ;  a  fact  from  which  neither  you  nor  the 
Chancellor  could  withhold  your  affent.  In  anfwer 
to  my  demand  of  an  anine-ty,  you  allured  me  that 
Government  would  not  fhed  any  more  blood,  for 
any  aft  hitherto  done  in  the  Union,  except  for 
murder,  which  you  did  not  fuppofe  1  would  wifh  to 
have  excepted  -s  but  that  though  you  would  afiiire 
me  that  no  more  blood  mould  be  fhed,  you  would 
not  confent  that  we  mould  have  any  part  of  the  cre- 
dit. Convinced  from  every  information  we  had  ob- 
tained, that  the  murders  which  had  been  committed 
upon  the  people  were  beyond  all  comparifon  more 
numerous,  thanthofe  which  had  been  committed  by 
them  and  being  equally  abhorrent  of  murder  be 
the  perpetrators  of  whac  fide  they  may,  we  allured 
you  that  we  were  dcfirous  that  murderers  of  no  fide 
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fhould  receive  any  quarter;  and  as  to  the  credit  of 
putting  a  ftop  to  the  farther  effufion  of  the  blood 
of  my  countrymen,  I  did  not  contend  for  what 
you  called  the  credit,  I  contended  only  for  that  per- 
formance for  which  we  were  to  give  the  equivalent. 
You  then  afked  if  it  was  to  be  underftood  that  the 
information  we  might  give,  in  confequence  of  the 
agreement  into  which  we  were  going  to  enter,  was 
to  be  given  as  ours,  or  whether  we  would  infift  on 
its  beinggivcn generally,  without  fpecifying  by  whom 
it  was  given ;  to  this  we  anfwered  that  we  infifted 
on  the  right  of  publifhing  the  whole  of  whatever 
information  we  might  give,  whether  verbal  or  writ- 
ten (a  right  I  had  fet  out  with  fecuring)  fpecifying 
particularly  that  if  any  calumnies  or  mifreprefenta- 
tions  mould  be  publifhed  againft  uc,  we  fhould  be 
free  to  refute  them.  Having  done  all  in  my  power 
to  procure  a  trial,  and  to  avoid  entering  into  any 
conditions  with  the  Government,  having  put  it  be- 
yond all  doubt  that  what  they  called:  their  mercy, 
was  to  be  purchafed  at  my  expence,  I  deflred  to 
fee  Lord  Cornwallis,  on  whofe  chiracler  as  a  man 
of  ftricx  honor  we  relied  for  the  religious  fulfilment 
of  the  conditions.  This  you  evaded,  alluring  me 
that  it  was  of  no  confequence  how  loofely  the  agree- 
ment was  worded  ;  that  Lord  Cornwall's  honor 
was  pledged  to  us  for  the  religious  performance  -s 
and  Lord  Clare  made  ufe  of  thefe  remarkable  ex- 
pressions, "  It  comes  to  this,  either  you  muft  truM: 
the  Government  or  it  mud  trtift  you — a  Govern- 
ment which  could  violate  engagements  thus  folemnly 
made,  neither  could  ftand  nor  deferved  to  ftand"; 
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whilft  you  followed  up  his  declaration  with  the 
(Irongeft  afilirances,  that  the  whole  of  what  had 
been  agreed  to,  mould  be  obferved  on  the  part  of 
the  Government,  with  the  greateft  liberality  and 
good  faith.   Thinking  it  was  impoflible  that  fuch 
iblemn  aflurances  could  be  made,  to  be  lb  foon 
and  fo  grofsly  violated,  and  feeing  how  difficult  it 
would  be,  to  reduce  the  whole  of  the  conditions  to 
writing,  fo  as  to  exprefs  all  our  ftipulations,  with- 
out making  it  appear  what  title  you  had  to  the  cre- 
dit you  claimed,  for  flopping  the  effufion  of  blood, 
which  was  the  great  object  for  which  I  had  devo- 
ted myfelf   leaving  the  flipulations  to  the  religious 
obfervance,  liberal  conftrudtion  and  good  faith  to 
which  you  had  fo  folemnly  pledged  Lord  Cornwal- 
fis*s  honor,  the  following  was  drawn  up.    "  That 
<c  the  underfigned  ftate  prifoners,  in  the  three  pri- 
"  ions  of  Newgate,  Kilmainham,  and  Bridewell, 
"  engage  to  give  every  information  in  their  power, 
"  of  the  whole  of  the  internal  tran  factions  of  the 
"  United  Irifhmen,  and  that  each  of  the  prifoners 
"  (hall  give  detailed  information  of  every  tranfac- 
"  tion,  that  has  palled  between  the  United  Irifti- 
<c  men  and  foreign  ftates ;  but  that  the  prifoners  are 
cc  not,  by  naming  or  defcribing,  to  implicate  any 
"  perfon  whatever,  and  that  they  are  ready  to  emi- 
"  grate  to  fuch  country  as  fhall  be  agreed  on  be- 
"  tween  them  and  government,  and  give  fecurity 
<c  not  to  return  to  this  country  without  the  permif- 
"  fion  of  government,  and  not  to  pafs  into  an 
<c  enemy's  country,  if  on  their  fo  doing  they  are 

"  to 


"  to  be  freed   from  prolecution,  and  alfo  Mr* 

N  Oliver  Bond  be  permited  to  take  the  benefit  of 

"  this  propofal.    The  (late  prifoners  alfo  hope  that 

"  the  benefit  of  this  propofal  may  be  extended  to 

"  fuch  perfons  in  cuftody,  or  not  in  cuftody,  as  may 

<<  choofe  to  benefit  by  it.'* 
29th  July,  1798.  Signed  by  73  perfons. 

The  laft  fenlence  was  added,  to  mark  that  ?nore 
was  conditioned  for  than  could  be  exprejfed.  Pur* 
fuant  to  this  agreement,  at  the  inftance  of  govern- 
ment, Emmet,  M'Nevin  and  I  drew  up  a  me- 
moir containing  thirty-fix  pages,  giving  an  account 
of  the  origin,  principles,  conduct,  and  views  of  the 
Union,  which  we  figned  and  delivered  to  you  on 
the  4th  of  laft  Auguft.    On  the  6th  Mr.  Cooke 
came  to  our  prifon,  and  after  acknowledging  that 
the  memoir  was  a  perfect  performance  of  our 
agreement,  he  told  us  that  Lord  Cornwallis  had 
read  it,  but,  as  it  was  a  vindication  of  the  Union> 
and  a  condemnation  of  the  minifters,  the  govern- 
ment, and  legislature  of  Ireland,  he  could  not  re- 
ceive it,  and  therefore  he  wifhed  we  would  alter  it  -f 
we  declared  we  would  not  change  one  letter,  it  was 
all  true,  and  it  was  the  truth  we  flood  pledged  to 
deliver.    He  then  afked  us  if  government  fhould 
publifh  fuch  parts  only  as  might  fuit  them,  whether 
we  would  refrain  from  pubiifhing  the  memoir  en- 
tire ;  we  anfwered,  that  having  ftipulated  for  the 
liberty  of  publication,   we  would  ufe  that  right 
when,  and  as  we  fhoukl  feel  ourfelves  called  on; 
to  whieh  he  added,  that  if  we  published,  he  would 
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have  to  hire  perfons  to  anfwer  us,  that  then  lit  fup- 
poled  we  would  reply,  by  which  a  paper  war  would 
be  carried  on  without  end  between  us  and  the  go- 
vernment. Finding  that  we  would  not  fuffer  the 
memoir  to  be  garbled,  and  that  the  literary  conteft 
between  us  and  thefe  hirelings  was  not  likely  to 
turn  out  to  your  credit,  it  was  determined  to  ex- 
amine us  before  the  fecret  committees,  whereby  a 
more  compleat  feiection  might  be  made  out  of  the 
memoir,  and  all  the  objectionable  truths,  with 
which  it  was  obferved  it  abounded,  might  be  fup- 
prefTed.  For  the  prefent  I  fhall  only  remark  that 
of  one  hundred  pages,  to  which  the  whole  of  the 
information  I  gave  to  the  government  and  to  the 
fecret  committees  amounts,  only  one  page  has  been 
publijhed.  After  the  reports  were  nearly  flnifhech 
M'Nevin  afked  you  on  the  i  ith  of  Auguft,  if  you 
were  convinced  that  we  had  fulfilled  our  part  of  the 
conditions,  you  acknowledged  that  we  had  mofl 
fully,  he  then  requefted  that  you  would  perform 
your  part ;  you  replied  that  no  time  mould  be  loft, 
and  that  you  would  be  glad  to  have  a  converfation 
with  us  to  adjuft  the  manner  in  which  it  fhould  be 
carried  into  effect,  but  having  neglecled  to  call, 
M'Nevin  wrote  you  the  following  letter: — 

cc  MY  LORD, 

cc  However  anxious  my  fellow-prifoners  and  my- 
ielf  are  to  be  relieved  from  our  prefent  difagree- 
able  fkuation,  we  have  forborne  to  trouble  govern- 
ment with  it,  until  the  committees  fhould  have  re- 
ported or  we  have  been  examined    but  as  the  fea- 

fon 


fan  is  advancing,  and  that  we  mail  want  feme  time 
to  iettle  our  affairs,  I  am  de  fired  by  my  compa- 
nions, and  encouraged  by  your  Lordfhip's  obliging 
offer  on  Saturday,  of  a  convention  on  the  fab- 
ject,  to  requeft  you  would  do  us  the  honor  of 
naming  for  that  purpofe,  the  earliefi  time  that  may 
be  convenient  to  you, 

I  have  the  honor  to  be^  Sec,  Sec.  Sec. 
j  7th  Auguft,  j  79  8»  Wm.  J.  M'NEVIN. 

The  day  following  Mr.  Secretary  Cooke  came 
to  our  prilbn,  and  told  us  he  came  on  die  part  of 
government  to  fulfil  their  agreement,  with  the  good 
faith  and  liberal  conftruction  they  were  pledged  to, 
that  we  were  at  liberty  to  go  where  we  pleaied, 
provided  we  left  the  Britifh  dominions — that  what- 
ever parts  of  the  conditions  concerned  us  after  out- 
having  paired  into  exile*  would  be  fecured  by  act 
of  parliament — that  therefore,  the  only  part  which 
remained  to  be  fettled,  was  die  nature  of  the  ac- 
commodation we  Ihould  require,  to  enable  us  to 
difpofe  of  our  property  prior  to  our  departure. 
Here  was  a  full  and  unequivocal  declaration  of  the 
conditions,  for  the  performance  of  which  you  had 
pledged  Lord  Cornwall's  honor,  delivered  to 
us  by  Mr.  Secretary  Cooke  in  his  official  capacity, 
one  of  thole  who  was  pre  lent  when  the  agreement 
was  made,  and  now  fent  exprefily  by  you  co  define 
it.  Immediately  after  the  committees  had  report- 
ed, but  before  their  reports  had  been  printed,  the 
newfpapcrs,  (notoriouOy  by  their  own  declaration 
under  your  abfolute  dominion,)  inferted  the  mod 
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impudent  falflioods,  with  refpect  to  what  we  had 
fworn,  and  in  many  refpeeb  they  went  even  far- 
ther than  the  reports.  As  to  the  reports  however, 
we  could  have  waited  until  we  had  read  them,  and 
then  we  would  have  publifhed  the  whole  of  what 
we  had  delivered,  leaving  the  world  to  judge  how 
far  the  facts  we  had  dated,  or  thofe  vouched  for  by 
the  committees,  were  moft  worthy  of  credit.  We 
published  a  contradiction  of  thofe  fcurrilous  falf- 
hoods,  which  appeared  in  the  newfpapers,  adding 
that  by  our  agreement,  we  were  not  by  naming,  or 
defer  ibing,  to  implicate  any  -p  erf  on  whatever.  The 
manner  in  which  this  was  taken  up  by  thofe  men  who 
fat  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons  of  Ireland,  is  upon 
record,  and  will  form  a  precious  morcel  for  the 
future  hifiorian  of  that  illuftrious  body ;  I  am  not 
now  writing  their  hiftory,  I  am  detailing  your  con- 
duel:.  Confcious  as  you  muft  have  been,  that  in 
contradicting  thofe  infamous  falfhoods,  we  weie 
doing  no  more  than  exercifing  a  right,  for  which 
we  had  ftrictly  conditioned,  why  did  you  not  come 
forward  in  that  fair  and  honorable  manner,  to 
which  a  regard  for  truth,  for  the  houfe,  and  for 
your  own  honor,  fo  imperioufly  bound  you,  and 
avow  the  existence  of  your  ftipulations  with  us  for 
publication,  and  of  our  written  agreement,  fome- 
what  of  which  on  the  fecond  day,  the  Houfe 
learnt  from  its  being  publilhed  by  General  Nugent, 
at  Belfaft  ?  You  did  neither  one  thing  nor  the 
other  but  you  did  that,  which  convinced  the 
difcerning  part  of  the  world,  that  there  was  fome- 
thing  which  you  dare  not  avow,  nor  yet  dare  dif- 
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claim  ;  but  although  you  had  neither  the  fpirit  or 
honor  to  defend  your  own  ftipulations,  you  had 
the  mean  nets  to  cenfure,  and  to  fill  up  the  mea- 
fure  of  the  perfidious  part  yon  hid  acted,  you  lent 
one  of  thofe  very  men  to  my  prifon,  whole  hands 
were  reeking  with  the  blood  of  my  beloved,  va- 
lued, ********  friend,  Edward's  precious  blood,  for 
which,  in  thofe  times  of  {talking  butchery,  not 
even  the  femblance  of  an  inquisition  has  been  had. 
This  was  the  Mute  you  fent  with  orders  to  circum- 
fcribe  my  prifon  to  the  ftill  narrower  limits  of  a 
cell.  For  two  months,  thefe  orders  were  varied 
with  the  mod  fantaftical  abfurdity ;  but  all  with  a 
view  to  make  a  prifon  more  irkfome,  adding  wan- 
ton cruelty  to  the  bafeft  perfidy.  The  next  art, 
which  followed  clofe  on  the  heels  of  this,  was  your 
declaration  that  you  had  referved  a  power  to  detain 
us  during  the  war  -}  a  power  not  only  repugnant  to 
the  wording  of  the  written  agreement,  loofely  as  it 
was  drawn,  but  to  the  interpretation  you  ytfurfclf 
had  fo  lately  given  by  Mr.  Cooke;  a  power  which 
was  a  direct  violation  of  that  liberal  conftrudlion 
and  good  faith,  fo  often,  and  fo  folemnly  promifed. 
As  Mr.  Cooke  had  been  the  bearer,  a  few  days 
before,  of  the  real  conditions,  a  frefh  character 
was  thought  necelfary;  accordingly  Mr.  Marfdtn 
was  the  meflenger  of  this  grofs  infraction  of  all  that 
had  gone  before.  Having  now  paflcd  all  bounds 
of  honor  and  truth,  no  wonder  you  fhould  fhudder 
at  publication ;  a  bill  was  to  be  brought  into  Par- 
liament, faid  to  be  conformable  to  an  agreement, 
which,  according  to  Lord  Clare,  cc  a  government 
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Efeae  could  violate,  rlekhcr  codd  ftand  nor  dcfervcd 
so  ftand.**  Yoa  are  the  minifter,  who  furnifhed 
the  fa£b  to  the  Parliament;  and  if  grofs  and  pal- 
pable falfhoods  have  been  delivered,  you  are  that 
mini  iter,  who  has  dared  to  deceive  them,  It  is 
sflerted  in  this  bill,  in  which  I  find  my  name  in 
company  with  eighty-nine  others,  «  that  I  had 
s«  confefled  myfeif  confcious  of  flagrant  and  enor- 
M  mous  guilt,  exprerled  contrition,  and  humbly 
•*  implored  mercy,  on  condition  of  being  tranfeort- 
ic  ed,  banifhed,  or  exiled  to  fuch  foreign  country, 
¥  as  to  his  Majefty,  in  his  royal  wildom,  fhall  ieem 
-  «  meet/*  On  reading  this  bill,  mortly  after  it 
was  brought  into  the  Houfe,  not  one  of  the  ninety, 
whole  names  are  infested*  that  was  not  aftonilLed 
at  thefe  unfounded  aflertions;  and  before  it  was 
palled,  NeOfbn  wrote  the  following  letter  to  the* 
editor  of  the  Courier  s 

«  Sir, 

tt  Having  teen  in  your  paper  of  the  16th  inft  a 
publication,  purporting  to  be  a  copy  of  the  bill 
now  in  its  way  through  the  Irifh.  Parliament,  re* 
lative  to  the  emigration  of  ninety  perfbns  in  cu£- 
icdy,  under  charges  of  high  treaibn,  which  Hates 
xhat  they  had  acknowledged  riieir  crimes^  retracted 
their  GpinionSy  and  implored  pardon >  I  thought  my- 
feif peculiarly  called  upon  to  fet  you  right,  by  in- 
clofing  to  you  a  copy  of  the  compact,  as  fettled 
between  us  and  the  government,  which  cannot  by 
any  means  authoriie  fuch  a  flaternent ;  none  of  us, 
lb  far  as  I  know,  did  either  acknowledge  a  crime, 
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retract  r  opinion,  or  implore  pardon— our  object 
was  to  itop  an  eiTufion  of  blood. 

I  am3  Sir, 
Your  obedient,  humble,  feryant, 
New  Prifon,  SAMUEL  NEILSON." 

Dublin,  1 2th  Sept.  1798. 

The  copy  of  the  above  was  inclofed  to  you,  in 
the  following  letter : 

MV  LORD, 

Feeling,  in  common  with  my  fellow -prifoners, 
extremely  hurt  at  a  publication,  which  tends  to 
brand  our  names  with  infamy,  I  think  it  incumbent 
on  me,  who  commenced  the  negotiation,  to  jus- 
tify our  characters  and  motives,  by  fetting  the 
whole  in  a  true  point  of  view ;  at  the  fame  time, 
wifhing  to  pay  all  due  refpect  to  government,  I 
trouble  you  with  a  copy  of  the  letter,  which  I 
mean  to  fend  by  this  night's  pod:.  I  alfo  take  the 
liberty  of  fending  you  the  newfpaper,  with  the  of- 
fensive pafiages  underfcored. 

I  am,  &c. 

12th  Sept.  1798.  SAMUEL  NEILSON. 

(To  Lord  Caftlereagh.) 

In  a  day  or  two  Neilfon  inclofed  the  two  preced- 
ing letters  in  the  following,  which  he  wrote  to  one 
of  the  prifoners  of  Kilmainham : 

MY  DEAR  FRIEND, 

About  two  hours  after  I  fent  the  inclofed  letters 
to  Lord  Caftlereagh,  Mr.  Cooke  and  a  gentleman, 
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whom  I  did  not  know,  but  believe  to  be  Mr, 
Marfden,  called  here  and  fent  up  for  me,  I  met 
them.     Mr.  Cooke  had  the  letter  in  his  hand. 
«  Why,  Mr.  Neilfon,  are  you  lofing  your  judg- 
««  ment  dtogether  ?"    cc  No  Sir,  you  took  that 
<c  from  me  fome  time  ago."    <c  But  in  earneft  will 
«  you  publifh  or  not  ?"    "  I  will."    tc  Well  then, 
«  I  am  commanded  by  his  Excellency  the  Lord 
*'  Lieutenant  to  tell  you,  that  he  will  confider  its 
<f  publication  an  infraction  of  the  whole  negocia- 
«  tion,  and  executions  will  go  on  as  formerly." 
«  Pray  Sir,  how  is  it  pofiible  we  can  let  our  names 
<c  go  to  the  world  and  to  pofterity,  branded  with 
U  infamy."    "  I  fee  Mr.  Neilfon  what  actuates 
<c  you,  it  is  a  feeling  for  the  honor  of  your  fellow- 
"  prifoners  and  their  friends."    "  It  is."    "  Well9 
*  have  yen  no  feeling  for  their  lives  \  for  we  can 
te  convicl  the  moft  of  you."    "  I  do  not  care  this 
<c  moment  you  would  order  me  to  be  hanged." 
cc  Very  true,  but  are  all  the  reft  of  the  prifoners  of 
<£  the  fame  opinion  ?"    "  I  fnppofe  not,  but  they 
**  can  never  in  juftice  incur  the  refentment  of  go- 
<c  vernment  for  my  a&J*    "  I  once  more  a  flu  re 
"  you,  it  will  be  confidered  as  an  infraction,  and 
^c  we  will  act  accordingly." 

Yours,  Sec. 

SAMUEL  NEILSON. 
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The  Septemberizing  ftile  of  thefe  menaces, 
would  aftonilh  in  any  other  country  than  mine  

— — — ~—  Alas,  poor  country; 
Almoft  afraid  to  know  itfelf !  it  cannot 
Be  called  our  mother,  but  our  grave  ;  where  nothing, 
But  who  knows  nothing,  is  once  feen  to  fmile  ; 
Where  fighs,  and  groans,  and  fhriek6  that  rend  the  air, 
Are  made,  not  mark'd  ;  where  violent  farrow  feems 
A  modern  ccftacy;  the  dead  men's  knell 
Is  there  fcarce  afk'd,  for  whom  ;  and  good  men's  lWcs 
Expire  before  the  flowers  in  their  caps, 
Dying  or  ere  they  ficken. 

I  am  now  ftating  fads,  by  and  by  I  will  offer 
fome  comments.  On  the  25th  of  September  I 
wrote  to  Lord  Cornwallis,  demanding  the  fulfilment 
of  the  engagements  to  which  you  had  pledged  him ; 
after  nearly  a  month  had  elapfed,  on  the  21ft  of 
October,  I  received  a  letter  from  Mr.  Cooke,  in- 
forming me  that  we  ftiould  emigrate  to  America, 
and  that  we  fhould  be  obliged  to  give  fecurity  not 
to  return  to  Europe.  This  was  the  third  interpre- 
tation of  the  agreement,  a  direct  violation  of  the 
written  compact,  and  totally  different  from  thofe 
terms,  of  which  Mr.  Cooke  had  been  the  bearer ; 
yet,  the  very  next  day,  Mr.  Marfden  came  to  our 
prifon,  to  tell  us  that  the  whole  purport  of  the 
letter,  we  received  the  day  before,  was  all  revoked, 
and  that  in  a  few  days,  a  fifth  interpretation  would 
be  notified  to  us  by  government.  After  fix  weetis 
had  elapfed,  we  received  the  fifth  interpretation 
$f  the  agreement,  in  a  fcrole  of  your  writing, 
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brought  here  by  Mr.  Marfden,  of  which  the  fol- 
lowing is  a  literal  copy  : 

"  Samuel  Neilfon,  Henry  Jackfon,  Arthur  O'Connor,  Miles  Duigenan, 
**  Thomas  Ruffel,  Matt.  Dowling,  John  Sweeny,  John  Cormick, 
**  Tho.  A.  Emmet,   John  Sweetman,  Hugh  Wilfon,  Deane  Swift. 

"  W.  J.  M'Nevin,    Jofeph  Cuthbert,  John'Chambers. 

ff  The  above  perfons  cannot  be  liberated  at  pre- 
"  fent,  the  other  ftate  prifoners  named  in  the  ba- 
"  nifhment  bill,  will  be  permitted  to  retire  to  any 
c<  neutral  country  on  the  continent,  giving  fecurity 
cc  not  to  pafs  into  an  enemy's  country.  A  pardon 
"  conformable  to  the  banifhment  bill,  will  be  patted 
"  previous  to  their  departure.  The  Lord  Lieute- 
«  nant  will  be  glad  to  extend  this  indulgence  to  the 
cc  prifoners  now  excepted,  as  foon  as  he  can  do  it 
cc  confident  with  the  attention,  which  he  owes  to 
«  the  public  fafety,  and  laments  that  a  change  of 
"  circumftances  has  rendered  the  prefent  precautioa 
c<  necefTary."  Here  all  refpect  for  all  former  con- 
ditions is  laid  by,  and  a  ftate  neceffity  is  made  the 
pretext,  which,  if  admitted  as  a  juftifiable  plea  for 
breach  of  engagement,  at  once  deftroys  every  prin- 
ciple of  good  faith,  honor,  or  juftice.  Now  that 
I  have  recited  the  principal  fadls,  I  fhall  proceed  to 
a  recapitulation.  Having  ftated  that  I  forced  you 
to  an  acknowledgment,  that  you  had  no  evidence 
againft  me,  that  I  demanded  a  trial  upon  whatever 
fhadow  of  evidence  you  could  find,  and  that  you 
would  not  grant  one. — Having  ftated  that,  placed 
in  the  excruciating  alternative  of  fubjecling  myfelf 
to  be  calumniated  as  one,  who  had  betrayed  my 
countrymen  with  a  view  to  fave  my  own  life,  when 
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I  was  really  facrificing  myfelf  to  fave  theirs,  or, 
mould  I  decline  this,  to  be  calumniated  as  one  who 
would  not  content  to  devote  himfelf  to  fave  his 
country's  blood — driven  to  this  cruel  fituation  by 
you,  and  which  the  critical  ftate  of  ray  country 
obliged  me  to  decide  on  ;  in  the  face  of  God  and 
of  the  world  I  alk  you,  with  what  truth,  with  what 
juftice,  with  what  honor,  have  you  dared  to  reprefent 
me  to  the  world,  as  a  man  <c  who  had  conferred 
himfelf  confcious  of  flagrant  and  enormous  guilt, 
as  one  who  had  exprerled  contrition,  and  humbly 
implored  his  Majefty's  mercy  }"  Gracious  God  ! 
Would  it  not  be  fuppofed  that  a  minifter,  who  de- 
livered fuch  facts  to  a  Parliament,  and  to  the  world, 
had  fome  one  document,  upon  which  lie  could  found 
fuch  alTertions,  which  went  directly  to  blaft  the 
honor  and  character  of  fo  many  men.  Nay,  will 
it  be  believed,  that  everyone  of  thofe  daring  afler- 
tions  has  been  made,  in  direct  oppolition  to  every 
-word  that  was  uttered,  and  every  line  that  was 
written  by  thefe'men,  who  are  thus  vilely  calum- 
niated. I  challenge  you  to  produce  a  fyiiable  that 
has  come  from  me,  verbal  or  written,  which  'can 
be  tortured  into  a  ccnfeffion  of  a  confcioufnefs  of 
guilt,  an  expreflion  of  contrition,  or  any  imploring 
of  mercy.  Read  the  memoir  I  ftoned  ancj  ^eft. 
vered  to  you,  is  there  a  word  that  can  warrant  it? 
So  directly  is  the  contrary  the  truth,  that  it  is  ex- 
prefsly  fet  forth  in  the  memoir,  that  we  would  ne- 
ver abandon  the  principles  upon  which  we  had 
acted.  When  you  made  thefe  falfe  and  daring  ai- 
fertions  of  guilt,  contrition  and  mercy >  had  you  fo 
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foon  forgotten,  that  you  had  fent  us  the  memoir  to 
alter,  becaufe  it  contained  a  vindication  of  the 
United  Irifh,  and  a  condemnation  of  the  minifters, 
the  government  and  the  legiflature  ?    Or  had  you 
forgotten,  that  we  had  refufed,  in  the  moft  pofitive 
terms,  never  to  altera  letter?    Was  it  becaufe  I 
requefted  not  to  be  forced  to  fign  any  compact  with 
government,  and  that  I  demanded  atrial,  and  that 
you  would  not  grant  it,  that  you  have  reprefented 
me  as  one  who  had  moft  humbly  implored  his 
Majefty's  mercy  ?    With  what  truth  have  you 
talked  of  extending  mercy  to  me,  or  of  the  grati- 
tude I  owe  for  the  mercy  I  have  experienced,  when 
it  is  a  fad  ycu  cannot  deny,  that  you  forced  me  to 
devote  myfelf  to  procure  conditions  for  others? 
Afk  Mr.  Cooke  of  the  diabolical  means  he  has 
ufed  to  procure  evidence  againft  me  by  abufing  the 
name  and  influence  of  a  relative,  to  a  purpofe  at 
which  the  moft  unnatural  relative  would  fhudder. 
Afk  thofe  underlings,  of  the  enormous  fums  that 
have  been  offered,  to  fupply  the  place  of  that  evi- 
dence you  could  never  obtain.    Commence  an  en- 
quiry into  the  orders,  by  which  thofe  mots  were 
fired,  when  I  was  confined  in  the  Caftle ;  and  ex- 
amine the  wife  of  the  gaoler — fhe  will  tell  you  of  a 
third  attempt  being  made,  of  which  her  being  in 
child-birth  prevented  her  giving  evidence  at  Maid- 
ftone ;  me  will  tell'  you  of  the  money  fhe  faw  paid, 
by  one  of  the  King's  melTengers,  to  the  afTaiiin. 
Are  thefe  adls  of  mercy,  for  which  I  am  fo  deeply 
indebted  ?    When  you  have  confidered  thefe  facts, 
read  the  agreement,  and  fay  in  what  inftance  does  it 
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imply  a  confcioufhefs  of  guilt,  an  exprefllon  of 
contrition,  or  moft  humbly  imploring  mercy.  But 
thefe  are  not  the  only  inftances,  in  which  you  Hand 
detected  of  having  dared  to  advance  the  moft  pal- 
pable falflioods.  The  words  in  that  part  of  the 
agreement,  which  has  been  committed  to  writing, 
are,  «  and  that  they  are  ready  to  emigrate  to  fuch 
country  as  Jh all  be  agreed  on  between  them  and  go- 
vernment" with  what  truth,  then,  have  you  inform- 
ed the  parliament,  <f  that  we  had  humbly  implored 
his  Ma] efly's  pardon,  on  condition  of  being  trans- 
ported^ banijhedj  or  exiled  to  fuch  foreign  country, 
as  to  his  Majefty /hall feem  meet"  When  the  writ- 
ten compact  could  fo  eafily  be  produced  to  the 
world,  (nay,  when  it  had  been  publiftied  by  Ge- 
neral Nugent)  in  which  it  is  exprefsly  conditioned, 
that  the  country  to  which  we  were  to  emigrate, 
mould  be  one  mutually  agreed  on  between  us  and 
government,  is  it  not  aftoniftiing,  that  any  minifter 
could  be  hardy  enough  to  inform  the  Parliament, 
that  we  had  conditioned  to  be  tran/ported,  banijhed% 
or  exiled  to  fuch  country  as  the  King  /hall  think 
meet.  Having  faftened  thofe  unparalleled  falfhoods 
on  their  author,  I  dare  you  to  make  your  defence. 
Tell  the  world  how  demanding  a  trial,  and  a  re- 
fufal  on  the  part  of  the  government,  in  a  country, 
/aid  to  be  free,  can  be  conftrued  into  humbly  implor- 
ing mercy.  Tell  the  world  how  the  moft  pofitive 
affertion  of  the  firmed  adherence  to  the  prin- 
ciples, upon  ^vhich  1  had  acted,  and  the  moft  direct 
refufal  to  retract  a  particle  of  the  affertion,  can  by 
any  force  of  language  be  converted  into  a  confef- 
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fion  of  confcious  guilt,  or  an  avowal  of  contrition. 
A  convict  of  thefe  unblufhing  breaches  of  truth, 
can  it  be  matter  of  wonder  that  you  mould  fhudder 
at  publication  ?    Can  it  be  matter  of  wonder  that 
advanced  too  far  to  retreat,  and  impelled  to  vio- 
late truth  in  every  other  particular,  you  fhouid  feel 
yourfelf  forced  to  violate  the  right  of  publication, 
for  which  I  fo  exprefsJy  conditioned  ?  Or  that  irre- 
trievably criminal,  and  tremblingly  alive  to  detec- 
tion, you  fhouid  fend  Mr.  Cooke  in  Lord  Corn- 
wall's name,  with  that  murderous  menace,  that 
if  any  of  the  prifoners  "  mould,  from  a  feeling  for 
the  honor  of  their  fellow  prifoners,  their  friends, 
or  themfeives,"  attempt  to  contradict  thefe  falfe- 
hoods  and  calumnies,  which  you  had  dared  to  ad- 
vance, executions  Jhould  go  on  as  formerly.    Can  the 
moft  regular  Government,  that  has  ever  appear- 
ed upon  earth,  exhibit  fuch  another  inftance  of  dif- 
tributive  injuftice  ?    Is  this  a  part  of  that  clemen- 
cy, which  you  fay  I  have  experienced?  Is  this  a 
fpecimen  of  that  mercy,  for  which  you  have  afiert- 
ed  I  am  fo  much  indebted  ?    Deeply  as  thefe  glar^ 
ing  infractions  of  every  thing  that  fhouid  be  dear 
to  a  man,  who  valued  his  honor,  interefted  you  in 
refilling  publication,  there  were  other  calumnies, 
which  could  never  have  been  attempted  to  be 
palmed  on  the  moft  credulous,  had  I  been  allowed 
to  refute  them.    Had  the  facts  been  given  to  the 
world,  the  Miniiter  of  England  could  never  have 
enjoyed  thofe  malignant,  and  fcurrilous  calumnies, 
which  have  been  di  Geminated,  here  and  in  Eng- 
land, of  the  Oppofition,  who  gave  evidence  or* 
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mv  trial  at  Maidftone,  by  means  of  thofe  Ante* 
truth,  proftitute  prints,  upon  which  fuch  enormous 
flims  are  lavifhed  to  panegcrize  corruption,  and  to 
afTaffinate  the  characters  of  thofe  who  oppofc  it. 
Believing,  as  I  do  in  my  foul,  that  this  calumnia- 
tion of  the  Oppofition  of  England,  has  been  one 
of  the  principal  reafons,  why  the  ftipulation  I  made 
for  publication,  has  been  violated  with  fo  much 
injuftice  and  menace,  I  feel  myfelf  peculiarly  call- 
ed on  to  fet  forth  the  truth,  in  vindicating  myfelf 
from  having  given  the  fmalleft  grounds  for  thefe 
calumnies,  which  have  been  propagated,  with  fo 
much  malignity,  againft  men  fo  truly  honorable, 
and  fo  juftly  revered.  I  was  arretted  at  Margate, 
and  profecuted  at  Maidltone,  on  &  charge  of  invit- 
ing the  French  to  an  invafion  of  Engknd ;  to  fub- 
itantiate  which  a  written  paper  was  produced,  faid 
to  have  been  found  in  a  great-coat  pocket,  faid  to 
be  found  in  a  public- houfe.  in  a  room  in  which 
there  was  no  one,  faid  to  be  the  property  of  Coigly. 
This  paper  purported  to  come  from  fome  fecret 
committee,  of  whom  no  account  has  been  given  ;  it 
contained  an  invitation  to  the  French  to  invade 
England,  and  a  moft  infamous,  unmeafured  pro- 
fcription  of  the  whole  Oppofition,  as  men  wholly 
unfit  to  be  trufted.  In  order  to  exculpate  my- 
felf from  having  any  concern,  in  inviting  the 
French  to  invade  a  country,  of  which  1  was 
not  a  native,  and  where  I  had  been  received  by 
thoufands  of  the  moft  diftinguifhed,  fiot  only 
with  the  greateft  hofpitality,   but  with  the  moft 

affectionate   kindnefs  As  the  foremoft  for 

rank,  fortune,  talents  and  virtue  were  thofe,  againft 
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whom  this  infernal  paper  had  denounced  this  un- 
qualified profcription  I  called  upon  them  to  declare 
to  the  world,  whether  they  believed  I  was  that 
monfter,  who  had  attempted  to  aflaftinate  thofe  ve- 
nc  rated  characters,  that  had  honored  me  with  their 
fociety,  blefied  me  with  their  friendlhip,  and  en- 
lightened me  with  their  inftruction.  The  enormity 
of  the  charge  was,  that  I  had  moft  bafely  betrayed 
thefe  kind  benefactors,  and  to  thole  very  men  I  ap- 
pealed for  my  juftification.  The  teftimony  they 
bore  was,  "  that  they  were  convinced  I  was  incapable 
of  the  diabolical  treachery,  contained  in  the  paper, 
with  which  I  was  charged  that  fo  far  were  they 
from  conceiving  luch  perfidy  formed  any  part  of 
my  character,  that  I  was  of  an  open,  unreferved 
difpofition,  and  that  my  principles  were  thofe  of 
the  Revolution  of  1688,  which  were  their  own/' 
That  I  have  impeached  this  teftimony  fincc,  by 
what  has  fallen  from  me,  has  been  propagated  by 
every  perverfion  of  truth,  which  malignity  and 
falmood  could  invent;  but  thefe  are  the  mifts  of 
the  moment,  which  vanifh  on  the  appearance  of 
truth.  Deal  fairly  by  thofe  honorable  men  and  by 
me,  I  dare  you  to  the  teft,  and,  in  the  prefence  of 
God  and  truth,  I  call  on  you  to  publifh  the  whole 
of  what  has  come  from  me,  verbal  and  written ; 
then  let  me  be  ranked  lower  than  the  loweft,  lower 
than  the  expofure  of  thefe  detailed  breaches  of 
honor  mail  rank  you  in  the  eftimation  of  every 
hone  ft  man,  if,  after  the  publication,  thofe  honor- 
able men,  who  gave  evidence  at  my  trial  at  Maid- 
ftone,  would  not  be  bound,  in  truth  and  juftice, 
to  give  the  fame  evidence  they  gave  before,  Nay, 
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fo  unequivocally  has  every  word  that  came  from 
me,  fince  my  trial,  put  it  beyond  the  poflibi- 
lity  of  doubt,  that  I  was  utterly  guiltlefs  of  every 
particle  of  the  indictment,  that  if  the  whole  of  what 
came  from  me,  had  been  made  public  as  the  fun 
in  its  meridian,  I  would  defy  the  mod  fanguinary 
of  my  perfecutors,  from  the  man,  whofe  memory 
is  a  fponge  for  every  thing  that  could  make  for  in- 
nocence, and  an  indelible  tablet  for  every  malig- 
nity that  could  make  againft  it,  to  the  pampered 
informer,  whofe  tongue  outdrips  the  office  of  his 
1  ears,  and  who,  when  he  cads  up  the  ledger  of  his 
perjuries  in  his  murderous  account,  can  tejl  you  all 
he  is  worth,  to  adduce  a  fingle  fe&  that  could  ftand 
between  me  and  an  acquittal.  The  firft  part  of 
this  evidence  I  mall  notice,  is,  that  which  relpe&s 
the  paper,  which  contains  the  unqualified  profcrip- 
tion  of  thefe  great  and  good  men,  and  the  invita- 
tion of  the  French  to  invade  England.  In  declar- 
ing their  conviction  that  I  was  utterly  incapable  of 
thus  perfidioufly  profcribing  them,  no  one  can 
doubt  their  fincerity.  If  they  could  have  luppofed 
me  to  have  been  capable  of  fuch  perfidy  to- 
wards them,  they  mud  have  been  the  lad  men 
living,  who  could  have  found  inclination  or  i::tered 
in  bearing  teftimony  of  my  innocence.  Will  their 
calumniators  aiTert,  that  they  -.  ere  convinced  I  had 
been  to  them  this  perfidious  friend,  and  will  they 
alfo  accufe  them  of  the  more  than  Chriftian  for- 
givenefs,  in  proving  my  innocence  ?  Thus  ca- 
lumny itfelf  is  driven  .0  admit,  that  the  oppofition 
mud  have  been  convinced  of  my  innocence  of  this 
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part  of  the  paper,  which  profcribed  and  be  tray  etf 
them.  How  then  was  it  pollible  they  could  con- 
ceive that  I  was  guilty  of  the  other  part,  which  in- 
vited the  French  to  the  invafion  of  England  ?  Was 
it  in  the  nature  of  things  that  they  could  believe 
me  to  hold  one  part  of  the  paper  in  the  utmoft  ab- 
horrence, and  approve  of  the  other,  and  be  the 
author,  or  have  any  part  in  being  the  bearer  of  the 
entire.  Thus  the  contents  of  this  paper,  which  in 
fact  compriies  the  whole  of  the  charge  in  the  in- 
dictment, if  examined  with  the  .  fmalleft  attention, 
muft  carry  conviction  that  the  opposition  regarded 
me  as  one  of  the  laft  men,  who  could  have  been 
guilty.  If,  however,  there  had  been  any  doubt, 
my  examination  rince,  has  put  ft  beyond  all  fuf- 
picion.  Thefe  are  my  words  before  the  fecret 
committee  of  the  Commons,  which  I  fet  dov/n  to 
writing  the  inftant  I  came  back  to  my  prifon.  After 
dating  my  having  formed  the  firft  alliance,  that 
ever  exifled  between  the  Union  and  France,  in 
Auguft  1796,  and  that  I  had  arranged  the  expedi- 
tion with  General  Hocne,  which  failed  in  the  De^- 
cember  following  fdr  Ireland,  I  ftated,  "  that  it 
"  was  propofed  to  me,  that  a  body  fhould  be  fent 
"  againfr  England,  to  caufe  a  diversion,  and  to  re- 
"  taliate  for  the  Quiberon  expedition.  To  diflliadc 
"  the  French  from  the  invafion  of  England,  I  *  ufed 
"  every  argument  in  my  power,  I  faid  from  my 
<f  knowledge  of  England,  I  was  certain  the  belt 
"  men  in  it  would  be  moll  hoftile  to  any  interference 

*  In  the  examination  I  fpoke  of  nayfelf  in  the  third/ perfon,  but  fo  as  to 
be  underftood  to  mean  mytelf,  and  (9  the  fecret  committee  has  taken  it. 
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*  of  the  French,  in  the  government  of  their  coim- 

*  try,  on  the  fame  juft  principle,  that  they  con- 

*  demncd  the  interference  of  England  in  the  govern- 
"  merit  of  France,  that  the  ftate  of  England  and  of 
<c  Ireland  were  very  different,  that  in  Ireland  the  peo- 
"  pic  were  moft  foiicitous  to  refcue  themfelves  from 
*c  foreign  and  domeftic  tyranny,  but  that  the  majo- 
"  rity  of  the  people  of  England  would  be  moft 
"  advene  to  their  interference,  that  many  of  the 
li  people  of  England  were  beginning  to  fee,  and  to 
*:  feel  the  ruin,  which  the  ministers  had  brought  on 
"  the  nation,  by  engaging  in  the  war,  but  that  if  an 

invafun  was  attempted,  all  confederation  of  the 
<:  injuftice  of  the  war  would  be  buried  under  the  im- 
4:  mediate  confideration  of  felf-defence ;  that  it 
"  would  prove  the  greateft  iupport  to  an  unpopular 
cf  miniftry,  by  giving  them  an  unlimited  power 
*f  over  the  remaining  wealth  of  England,  in  any 
*c  way  they  might  think  fit  to  take  it,  while  a  guinea 
«  could  be  extorted.  Thefe,  together  with  other 
<;  arguments,  were  thought  conclufive  by  thofe  to 
"  whom  I  addreiTed  them,  and  the  invafion  of  Eng- 
Cf  land  in  1796  was  abandoned."  And  again,  be- 
fore the  iecrec  committee  of  the  Lords,  on  the  6th  of 
September,  after  pointing  out  fome  mif-ftatements, 
which  had  been  made  of  the  examination  I  had 
given,  as  published  in  the  Appendix  to  the  Report, 
on  being  afked  if  there  was  any  other  inaccuracies 
in  the  Report,  of  my  examination  in  this  Appen- 
dix, I  anfwered,  «  Yes,  I  have  exprefsly  ftatcd, 
u  that  the  Union  had  no  connexion  with  the  fo- 
c'  cieties  of  England  and  Scotland,  and  yet  my  an- 
w  fact  is  fo  worded,  as  if  I  admitted  that  fome 
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fC  connexion  was  fupported  by  individuals ;  this  ap* 
t£  pears  to  me  to  have  been  done,  to  give  a  colour 
"  to  that  charge,  in  a  paper  produced  at  MaidMone 
"  againft  me,  which  dates  that  a  delegate  from  Ire- 
"  land  was  then  fitting  with  a  fecret  committee  of 
"  England,  every  particle  of  which  I  do  declare 
"  mqft  folemnly  was  moft  falfe,  as  I  do  alfo  declare, 
cc  that  every  'part  of  the  indictment,  as  far  as  I 
"  was  concerned,  was  wholly  unfounded ;  for  fo 
<e  far  was  I  from  feeking  an  invafion  of  Eng- 
«  land,  that  when  it  was  propofed  to  the  Irifn  ne- 
«  gociator  (who  formed  the  firft  alliance  between 
<c  Ireland  and  France)  to  invade  England,  and  to 
*  retaliate  for  the  Quiberon  expedition,  he  ufed 
"  every  argument  in  his  power  to  difluade  them, 
"  which  I  know  were  conclufive.    I  date  this,  be- 
«  caufe  I  find  that  while  1  have  been  imprifoned, 
"  occafion  has  been  taken  to  calumniate  thofe,  who 
"  gave  evidence  on  my  trial  at  Maidftone,  and 
<c  therefore  I  wifh  it  to  be  known,  that  inftead  of 
"  my  inviting  the  French  to  invade  England,  I  pre- 
"  vented  it,  and  I  did  fo,  becaufe  I  knew  the  bed 
<c  men  there,  were  as  averfe  to  the  interference  of 
"  the  French  in  England,  as  they  had  uniformly 
«  declared  themfelves  to  be  to  the  interference  of 
"  the  EngiiQi  in   the   government  of  France." 
Thefe  are  faithful  extracts  of  thofe  examinations, 
which,  it  has  been  faid,  impeaches  the  evidence 
given  at  Maidftone^    Is  there  one  word  which  can 
warrant  fuch  an  afTertion  ?    Is  it  in  the  power  of 
language  to  convey  a  flronger  corroboration  of 
their  teftimony,  or  a  more  direct  exculpation  from 
every  part  of  the  charge  contained  in  the  indict- 
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ment?  Had  I  not  been  prevented  from  refuting 
thefe  infamous  calumnies,  the  people  of  England 
-would  have  been  informed,  that  the  m  ;n  who  had 
been  charged  with  inviting  the  French  to  invade 
them,  was  the  man  who  averted  that  event  from 
them,  and  that  he  fucceeded  by  dating,  how  repug- 
nant fuch  an  attempt  would  be  to  the  principles  and 
wiihes  of  thofe  very  men,  who  have  been  To  grofsly 
maligned,  and  how  advantageous  it  would  prove 
to  tnofe  minifters  (in  extracting  the  wealth  of  Eng- 
land) who  maligned  them.  Indeed,  had  I  not 
mentioned  thefe  facts  by  which  thefe  calumnies 
have  been  fo  clearly  refuted,  the  abfurdity  of  my 
being  concerned  in  taking  a  paper  to  the  Directory 
of  France,  by  way  of  credentials^  in  1798,  who 
am  now  known  to  have  formed  an  alliance  with, 
them  two  years  before,  in  1 796,  would  alone  be 
fufficient  to  carry  conviction  that  I  could  not  have 
had  any  part  or  concurrence  in  this  infamous  paper ; 
befides  without  arrogating  much  credit  for  comoo- 
fkion,  or  falling  into  thf  folly  or  weaknefs  of  over- 
weening, I  may  exprefs  my  contempt  of  the  fliie 
of  the  paper,  and  I  truft  every  act  of  my  life  allows 
me  to  exprefs  my  utter  abhorrence  of  its  contents. 
If  then  it  muft  be  admitted  that  it  is  fo  vile  a  pro- 
duction—that it  was  a  credential  which  I  could  not 
have  wanted,  and  that,  if  fuch  a  paper  could  have 
been  of  the  leaft  ufe,  I  could  have  compofed  one 
when  I  had  arrived  on  the  Continent,  more  to  my 
purpofe,  none  but  men  determined  againft  the 
cleared  conviction,  could  believe  that  1  had  any 
part,  concurrence,  or  knowledge  of  this  tran faction, 
upon  which  the  whole  of  the  indictment  was  founded. 
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The  next  part  of  the  evidence  is  that  I  was  of 
an  open,  unreferved  difpofition,  and  my  having 
been  fo  long  and  fo  deeply  engaged  in  the  Union, 
is  the  ground  upon  which  this  has  been  carped  at. 
Much  -of  my  political  life  is  known  to  the  world, 
enough  to  enable  the  public  to  form  its  judgment, 
enough  for  me  ro  appeal  to.  From  the  moment  I 
perceived  that  my  countrymen  were  willing  to  fa- 
crifice  their  religious  rancour,  on  the  altar  of  na- 
tional freedom,  I  flung  away  every  other  confeder- 
ation, and  exerted  every  facuhy  of  my  foul  to  dtf- 
pel  the  dsemon  of  difcord,  and  to  cherifh  the  fpirit 
of  Union.  The  emancipation  and  independence 
of  Ireland  from  internal  and  external  thraldom, 
were  the  objects  I  had  in  view.  So  early  as  1795, 
I  openly  avowed  my  opinions,  as  may  be  feen  in 
what  fell  from  me  on  the  Catholic  quefiion ;  thefe 
ientiments  are  to  be  found  among{l  others,  "  But  if 
<c  you  fhall  have  convinced  the  people  of  Ireland, 
ic  that  you  are  traitors  to  them,  and  hirelings  to  an 
"  avaricious,  domineering  nation,  under  the  out- 
"  ward  appearance  of  a  filter  country,  if  you  fhall 
"  have  convinced  the  people  of  this  country,  that 
"  the  free  national  conftitution  for  which  they  were 
"  committed,  and  for  which  they  rifked  everything 
"  in  1782,  has  been  deftroyed  by  the  bribery  of  a 
"  Britifh  minifter,  and  the  unexampled  venality  of 
«  an  Irifh  Parliament — If  you  (hall  have  convinc- 
"  ed  them,  that  inftead  of  rifing  or  falling  with 
"  England,  they  are  never  to  rife,  but  when  me  is 
"  humbled  by  adverfity,  and  that  they  muft  fall 
"  when  fhe  becomes  elated  by  profperity — If  you 
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"  fhali  have  convinced  the  people  of  this  country, 
**  that  inftead  of  reciprocal  advantage,  nothing  is  to 
ct  be  reaped  from  their  connexion  with  England* 
"  but  fupremacy,  and  aggrandizement  on  one  fide, 
»<  and  a  coftly  venality,  injury,  infult,  degradation, 
<c  and  poverty  on  the  other,  it  is  human  nature, 
"  that  you  mail  have  driven  the  people  of  this 
"  country  to  court  the  alliance  of  any  nation,  able 
"  and  willing  to  break  the  chains  of  a  bondage,  not 
«  Ids  galling  to  their  feelings,  than  reftrictive  of 
"  their  profperity.'>  When  Union  and  Reform 
were  made  treafon  and  death  by  new  laws,  agree- 
able to  the  fentiments  I  had  openly  avowed  in 
1795,  I  negotiated  that  very  alliance  with  France 
in  1796,  which  I  had  declared  was  our  only  alter- 
native ;  and, when  I  had  returned  to  Ireland,  after 
having  formed  the  alliance,  you  will  find  thefe 
words  ;  in  my  firft  addrefs  to  the  electors  of  the 
county  of  Antrim.  fC  If  the  monopoly  of  the  whole 
"  national  representation  by  a  few  individuals,  forms 
"  the  bans  of  their  constitution/  and  if  the  moll 
<c  profligate  fale  of  that  reprefentation  to  the  agents 
"  of  another  country,  be  the  fole  means  by  which 
cc  it  is  moved  and  maintained,  fo  far  from  feeking 
<c  your  confidence  by  promifing  to  fupport  it,  / 
"  pledge  my f elf  to  you  and  my  country,  to  ufe  every 
tc  means  in  my  -power  to  cjfeff  its  deftruclion,  Ca- 
'«  tholic  and  Proteftant  are  alike  convinced,  that  on 
"  the  Union  of  both,  depends  the  falvation  of  all. 
*c  Thofe  who  fell  the  rights  of  their  country,  will 
"  call  this  by  the  name  of  that  treafon,  they  live  by 
1 66  committing  -9  but  if  to  promote  the  Union  of 
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cc  Irimmen  be  treafon,  if  to  place  the  liberties  of  my 
"  country  upon  its  true  republican  bafis  Oe  treafon, 

*  then  do  I  glory  in  being  a  traitor.  It  is  atreafon 
"  I  will  feal  with  my  blood,  and'  that  I  hope  to 
"  have  engraved  on  my  tomb.    I  know  that  an  at- 

*  tempt  on  the  part  of  the  Executive,  to  fubvert 
«  our  liberties,  has  fanctiqned  one  revolution,  and 
cc  I  feel,  that  if  the  Legiflarive  becoming  more  cor- 
"  rupt  than  the  Executive,  fhould  attempt  a  fimilar 
tc  fubverfion  not  only  by  force  but  by  the  more 
«  deadly  corruption— they  will  have  fan&ioned  aa- 
"  other."  If  thefe  extracts  from  fentiments  fpokea 
and  publifhed  at  large,  are  not  fufficient  in  the  cir- 
cumftances,  under  which  I  was  placed,  to  entitle 
me  to  a  character  for  franknefs,  I  refer  you  to  the 
whole  of  my  fecond  addrefs  to  the  electors  of  the 
county  of  Antrim,  in  which  I  have  openly  afferted 
the  right  of  forming  an  alliance  with  France,  and  if 
this  be  not  fufficient,  I  refer  you  to  the  State  of  Ire- 
land I  publifhed,  in  which  I  have  juftined  refift- 
ance,  and  calling  in  foreign  alMance.  If  thofc 
who  read  thefe  avowals  of  my  political  principles, 
before  my  trial  at  Maidftone,  before  they  knew  of 
the  part  I  was  acting,  thought  me  entitled  to  the 
character  of  an  open,  unreferved  difpofition,  let 
them  read  thofe  avowals  of  my  opinions  and  prin  - 
ciples now,  that  the  thoufand  dangers,  with  which 
I  was  environed  at  the  time  they  were  written,  have 
been  made  public,  would  they  not  be  bound,  a  for- 
tiori, to  give  me  the  fame  character  over  again  ? 

The  lad  part  of  the  evidence,  cf  that  they  looked 
upon  me  as  profefling  the  principles,  upon  which 
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the  revolution  of  1688  was  founded,"  is  a  matter 
of  opinion.  Thefe  principles  are  the  right  of  re- 
Tiding  opprefilon,  and  even  of  calling  in  foreign 
aid,  in  fupporting  the  right  ;  that  thefe  were  my 
principles,  I  appeal  to  every  act  and  word  of  my 
life.  If  my  writings  and  fpeeches  do  not  go  to  the 
proof,  why  did  not  the  Crown  lawyers  produce 
them  ?  They  could  have  brought  evidence  to 
prove  they  were  mine;  they  found  a  manu- 
fcript  copy  of  my  fecond  addrefs  to  the  county  of 
Antrim  in  my  defk,  when  I  was  arretted  in  1796, 
and  they  found  two  copies  of  my  State  of  Ireland, 
when  I  was  arretted  at  Margate  in  1798.  The 
fade  then  being  admitted,  how  does  the  general  af- 
fertion,  that  thefe  were  my  principles  as  given  in  evi- 
dence, bind  thofe  who  gave  it,  to  any  refponfibiiity 
for  the  prudence,  propriety,  or  fitnefs,  with  which 
I  applied  them.  That  the  oppofiticn  of  England 
were  United  Irifhmen,  or  that  I  made  thofe  men, 
who  on  a  change  of  minittry  mutt  form  the  admi- 
niftration  of  England,  acquainted  with  my  defign 
of  feparation,  is  too  abfurd  to  be  mentioned  by  the 
moft  malignant  calumniator,  or  to  be  credited  by 
the  moft  deludable  dupe.  The  charge  againft  me 
at  Maidftone,  was  wholly  confined  to  England ; 
Ireland  or  its  politics  were  not  mentioned  in  the  in- 
dictment. Hence  the  oppofition  were,  not  only 
not  called  on  to  give  an  opinion,  on  any  tranfaclion 
relating  to  Ireland,  but,  if  they  had  attempted  to 
fay  a  word  on  the  fubject,  the  Judge  mutt  have 
flopped  them.  In  a  word,  that  I  have  impeached 
one  tittle  of  the  evidence,  which  was  given  at  Maid- 
ftone, by  any  thing  which  has  come  from  me, 
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verbal  or  written,  is  fo  utterly  falfc,  that  if  I  was 
to  be  tried  over  again,  at  this  inftant,  on  the  for- 
mer indictment,  without  fubtracling  a  letter,  and 
that  every  fy liable  I  have  fmce  delivered,  was  pub- 
lished, fo  far  from  retracting  any  part  of  the  evi- 
dence they  have  given,  they  would  be  bound  to  de- 
clare my  innocence  of  the  whole  charges  in  pofitive 
terms,  which  they  gave  only  as  a  matter  of  opinion 
before ;  and  as  to  the  part  I  have  acted  in  my  own 
country,  it  would  be  now,  as  it  was  at  my  trial, 
they  would  not  be  called  on,  or  even  fuiFered  to 
give  an  opinion — nay,  if  all  the  reports  of  the  Irifli 
Parliament  that  ever  were  printed,  with  their  ap- 
pendices, were  produced  in  evidence,  they  would 
not  avail,  for  this  plain  reafon,  neither  Ireland  nor 
a  particle  relpecting  it  are  fo  much  as  mentioned  in 
the  indictment.    Thefe  remarks  on  what  has  fallen 
from  me,  as  itrelpecis  the  evidence  given  at  Maid - 
ilone,  mu ft  allure  every  man  who  has  not  Ihut  his 
mind  againft  all  convi&ion,  that  nothing  ever  has, 
or  ever  can,  confident  with  truth,  come  from  me, 
which  can  impeach  the  Credit  of  the  great  and  good 
men  in  queftion.    For  the  part  I  have  taken  in  my 
own  country,  my  acts  mall  be  my  vouchers ;  nei- 
ther the  force  of  foreign  mercenaries,  nor  the  cor- 
ruption of  traitors,  nor  the  falfhood  of  miniflcis, 
nor  the  calumny  of  hired  defamers,  nor  the  torture 
of  tyrants  can  condemn  me,  as  long  as  confcious 
integrity  finds  a  place  in  my  heart.    Difloyalty,  re- 
bellion and  treafon  are  confounded,  by  the  mafs  of 
mankind,  with  the  fuccefs  that  attends  them  ;  wh3£i 
with  the  magnanimous,  fuccefs  conveys  no  acquit- 
tal, nor  defeat  condemnation,    That  the  confuta- 
tion 
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tion  contained  fome  of  the  purer!  principles  of  li- 
berty, that  they  have  been  mod  violently  affiled, 
that  the  aflailar.ts  have  been  enormoufly  criminal, 
and  that  they  fhould  be  felected  for  exemplary  juf- 
tice,  I  have  uniformly  aiTerted — then  let  thofe  vital 
principles  of  the  conftitution,»be  the  ftandard,  and 
let  their  violation  be  the  criminal  tefi    I  afk  but 
that  the  world  fhould  be  informed  of  the  part  I 
have  acted ;  there  have  been  inflances  of  virtue 
which  might  challenge  the  brighter!:  page  of  the 
world,  there  have  been  crimes  which  cannot  be 
equalled  in  the  records  of  Hell,  I  demand  a  fair 
allotment  of  my  mare  in  a  juft  diftribution,  and 
with  the  claims  of  a  calumniated  man,  I  call  on  my 
calumniators  for  publication,  not  only  by  the  impre- 
fcriptible  right  of  felf-defence,  but  by  the  right  of 
exprefs  ftipulation.    The  whole  of  what  has  been 
delivered  by  me  verbal  and  written,  fills  one  hun- 
dred pages,  of  which  only  one  has  been  publifhed ; 
publifh  the  ninety- nine  which  have  been  fupprefled, 
and  when  the  world  are  informed  of  the  crimes  I 
have  detailed,  the  criminals  i  have  expofed,  and 
the  principles  upon  which  I  have  acted,  then  let 
them  judge  whether  I  have  had  recourfe  to  refin- 
ance and  to  foreign  aid,  again  ft  the  constitution,  or 
againft    racks,   tortures,   lafhings,   half- hangings, 
burning  houfes,  rape,  military  execution,  baftiles, 
free  quarters,  and  every  fpecies  of  oppreffion.  If 
thefe  ninety-nine  pages  contain  falfhoods,  why  have 
I  not  been  expofed  by  their  being  publifhed  ?  If 
they  contain  confefiions  of  conicious  guilt,  contri- 
tion, or  humbly  imploring  of  mercy,  why  are  they 
not  publifhed  ?    If  thefe  pages  do  not  contain  un- 
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anfwerable  charges  againft  the  King's  miniflers,  if 
they  contain  any  tjuhg  that  can  be  tortured  into 
their  juftiricarion,  and  above  all,  if  they  contafa  a 
fyllable  that  impeaches  the  credit  of  the  oppofition 
of  England,  is  it  credible  that  they  would  not  have 
been  publifhed  ?    Give  them  every  line  to  the 
world,  and  if  they  contain  a  thought,  which  the 
man  who  loves  his  ipecies  can  difclaim,  if  they  con- 
tain dereliction  of  my  principles,  breach  of  my  en- 
gagements, treafon  to  my  came  or  my  country,  or 
perfidy  to  my  friends,  let  me  be  overwhelmed  by 
the  infamy  attendant  on  inftant  expofure.    You  dare 
not,  like  the  witlefs  bird,   you  hide  your  head 
and  think  you  have  efcaped  detection.    "When  it  is 
known  that  of  one  hundred  pages,  ninety-nine  have 
been  kept  back,  are  you  fo  weak  as  to  imagine, 
that  any  other  reafon  will  be  afligned,  than  that 
your  own  crimes  have  made  you  fupprefs  them  ? 
Can  the  fillieft  dotard  fuppofe  that  you  have  broken 
your  folemn  engagements,  and  held  out  thofe  fep- 
temberizing  menaces  in  Lord  Cornwallis's  name, 
to  prevent  the  publication  of  thofe  ninecy-nine 
pages,  if  they  contained  a  particle  that  could  cri- 
minate me,  or  impeach  the  honor  of  the  oppchtion 
of  England  ?    No,  they  will  furmife  the  truth, 
they  will  be  convinced  that  you  have  uttered  falf- 
hoods,  that  you  hayfe  given  grounds  for  calumny, 
that  you  have  deceived  the  Parliament,  and  that 
you  have  prpftituted  the  name  of  a  man  of  honor,  to 
mofr  Infamous,  murderous  menace,  and  to  mod  dis- 
honorable breaches  of  the  moft  folemn  engagements. 

So  truly  Protean  have  you  been  with  the  ftate 
prifoners,   from   the  beginning  of  this  tranfac- 
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tion  to  this  inftant,  that  I  am  wholly  at  a  lofs  to 
find  any  two  parts  of  your  conduct,  which  have 
any  accordance  with  truth,  with  each  other,  or 
with  the  agreement.     Immediately  after  we  had 
performed  our  parts  of  the  conditions,  and  before 
a  fenfe  of  your  difhonorable  conduct  induced  you 
to  violate  your's,  you  clearly  perceived  that  by  the 
compact,  we  had  referved  a  choice  of  country  for 
exile,  and  that  we  had  not  excluded  ourfelves  from 
paffing  into  any  country  on  the  globe,  that  was  not 
at  war  with  Great  Britain ;  you  were  convinced, 
that  by  your  own  ftipulation  <c  that  we  mould  not 
pafs  into  an  enemy's  country,"  it  is  implied  that  we 
were  to  emigrate  during  the  war,  while  there  was  a 
country  to  come  within  your  excption,  nor  had  you 
yet  forgotten  all  thofe  profeflions  of  liberal  contrac- 
tion, good  faith  and  honor,  of  which  you  had  been 
ib  lavifh.    In  this  mood  you  fent  Mr.  Cooke  to  our 
prifon,  on  the  1 8th  of  Auguft,  with  a  fair  con- 
ftruction  of  the  compact  verbal  and  written,  that 
we  were  to  emigrate  to  any  country,  not  at  war 
with  Great  Britain  i  on  the  16th  of  September  you 
fent  Mr.  Marfden  to  inform  us,  that  we  mould  be 
detained  during  the  war;  on  the  21ft  of  October 
you  again  informed  us  by  Mr.  Cooke,  that  we 
mould  emigrate  to  America,  and  not  be  fuffered  to 
pafs  into  any  other  country  whatever;  on  the  22d, 
the  very  next  day,  you  fent  Mr.  Marfden  to  tell 
us,  we  mould  not  be  fuffered  to  go  to  America ; 
on  the  5th  of  December  you  again  fent  Mr.  Marf- 
den to  tell  us,  that  all  the  ftate  prifoners  might 
emigrate  to  any  country  on  the  continent,  not  at 
war  with  Great  Britain,  with  the  exception  of  fif- 
teen, 
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teen,  who  were  to  be  further  detained ;  and  al- 
though more  than  a  month  has  elapfed,  fince  this 
fifth  interpretation  of  the  agreeaient,  and  that  many 
of  the  non-excepted  have  demanded  to  be  fuffered 
to  emigrate,  they  are  (till  prevented  from  leaving 
the  prifon ;  and  whilit  I  am  writing  this  letter,  it 
will  not  furprize  me  if  you  fhouid  fend  a  fixth  in- 
terpretation of  the  agreement,  as  contradictory  to 
the  whole,  as  thofe  you  have  fent  are  to  each  other. 
But  to  what  end  mail  I  waffe  time  in  reciting  any 
more  of  your  conduct  ?  The  man  who  hasfhewn  a 
total  contempt  for  truth  and  good  faith  in  one  hun- 
dred inftances,  would  betray  the  fame  in  one  thou- 
fand.  Then  fetting  afide  every  idea  of  the  exig- 
ence of  the  agreement,  in  which  equivalents  and 
terms  are  let  forth  -9  fetting  afide  all  thofe  profcftions 
of  liberal  conftruction  and  good  faith ;  leaving  you 
to  reconcile  your  plea  of  neceffity  with  non-per- 
formance of  compact,  for  which  ftipulated  equiva- 
lents have  been  religiouily  paid,  I  call  on  you  to 
reconcile  thofe  manifold  contradictions  and  preva- 
rications, which  have  appeared  in  your  various  in- 
terpretations of  the  agreement  with  juftice  and 
honor,  which  can  be  but  one. 

You  would  have  been  happy,  no  doubt,  that  I 
had  implicated  Lord  Cornwallis  and  the  Parliament, 
with  you  in  this  accufation,  but  in  this  you  fhall  find 
yourfelf  widely  miftaken ;  for  much  as  you  have 
defamed  and  deceived  me,  and  vilely  as  you  have 
attempted  to  furnifli  grounds  for  calumny  againit 
the  oppofition  of  England,  your  conduct  to  Lord 
Cornwallis  and  the  Parliament  are  not  lefs  flagrant. 
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Detected  of  fuch  manifeft  breaches  of  truth,  in 
the  outfet  of  your  miniflerial  career,  the  fragrance 
of  your  perfidy,  forms  the  ftrongeft  evidence,  that 
you  are  the  fole  author  of  thofe  difgraceful  tranf- 
adtionsj  which  I  have  detailed;  whilft  the  unim- 
peached  character  for  incorruptible  integrity,  which 
Lord  Conivvaliis  has  uniformly  fupported,  in  fome 
of  the  mod  trying  fituations,  carries  as  forcible  evi- 
dence that  he  has  not  debafed  himfelf  thus  fuddenly, 
to  fo  low  and  fo  vile  a  degree ;  as  to  the  Parlia- 
ment, you,  and  you  only  could  have  furnj/hed 
the  ftatements  upon  which  their  proceedings  were 
founded ;  and  that  you  did  not  lay  the  written  agree- 
ment before  them,  is  manifeft,  from  the  debate  on 
our  advertifement,  when  fome  of  the  members  de- 
clared, on  the  fecond  day,  that  their  having  feen 
General  Nugent's  publication  of  our  agreement, 
wherein  it  was  ftated,  that  we  had  ftipulated  "  not 
to  implicate  any  perfon  whatever  by  naming  or  de- 
ferring," induced  them  to  alter  the  opinions  they 
had  exprefTed,  on  the  preceding  day,  when  they 
had  not  been  informed  of  thofe  conditions.  Wholly 
acquitting  Lord  Cornwallis,  and  not  interfering  in 
any  wife  with  the  Parliament  of  Ireland,  without 
faying  one  word  of  the  future,  I  have  accufed  you 
in  the  face  of  the  world,  as  a  minifter  who  has 
uttered  the  mod  grofs  falfhoods  of  me  ;  that  you 
have  entered  into  engagements,  for  the  perform- 
ance of  which  you  have  pledged  the  faith  of  Lord 
Cornwallis's  adminiftration,  and  that  you  have  been 
guilty  of  the  mod  direct  violations  of  your  agree- 
ment, attended  with  all  thofe  fluffs,  fubterfuges, 
contradictions,  and  prevarications,  to  which  the 
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honcft  man  can  never  be  driven,  and  from  which 
the  cunning,  pitiful,  unprincipled  courtier  can  never 
be  free.  I  have  impeached  you  of  keeping  back 
from  the  Parliament  that  written  agreement,  to 
which  you  had  pledged  the  Executive  government, 
and  of  furnifhing  the  officers  of  the  Crown  with 
materials  for  a  law  in  violation  of  the  letter  and 
fpirit  of  thofe  very  conditions  to  which  you  had 
bound  it.  I  have  impeached  you  for  having  profti- 
tuted  the  name  of  a  man,  whofe  honor  was  unques- 
tioned before  you  had  profaned  it,  by  felting  it  to 
a  menace  the  mod  infernal,  whether  it  .be  confider- 
cd  for  its  injuftice,  in  attempting  to  filence  men 
(whofe  honor  you  had  attacked,)  by  placing  the 
dagger  to  their  throats  to  prevent  them  from  jufti- 
fying  their  characters  by  that  publication,  for  which 
I  had  exprefsly  conditioned  or  whether  it  be  con- 
fidered  for  -  its  ftyie  of  more  than  Robefpierian 
'butchery,  in  threatening  to  take  the  lives  of  eighty - 
nine  for  the  crime  of  one,  and  that  no  other  than 
the  crime  of  expofing  your  perfidy,  and  of  vindi- 
cating their  honor.  Then  let  me  be  that  criminal 
—mark  me  for  your  victim ;  for  if  to  declare  to 
the  world  that  you  have  mofl:  foully  belied  me,  and 
that  thefe  falfhoods  have  been  made  the  grounds 
for  calumny  againfl  the  mofl  honorable  men,  be  the 
forfeit  of  life — I  have  no  defire  to  live.  If  it  has 
come  to  this,  that  to  contradict  the  falfhoods  of  a 
minuter  be  a  capital  offence,  if  every  Tyro  in  office, 
is  to  be  erected  into  a  Bey  or  a  Bafhaw,  in  thefe 
times  of  blood,  life  is  not  worth  the  keeping.  If 
I  cannot  live  with  honor,  nay,  if  I  cannot  live  but 
loaded  with  infamy,  and  to  be  made  the  {talking 
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beaft  for  the  afiafTination  of  the  fair  fame  of  my7 
beft  benefactors ;  it  is  time  for  me  to  die.  You 
knew  1  demanded  a  trial — you  knew  I  demanded 
not  to  be  required  to  fign  any  agreement,  and  yen 
you  have  told  the  world  that  I  have  moft  humbly 
implored  pardon.  You  knew  I  aflerted  my  princi- 
ples and  vindicated  the  caufe  I  efpoufed  in  the  worft 
of  times,  you  knew  you  had  required  of  me  to  re- 
tract this  afTertion  and  vindication,  and  that  I  refus- 
ed to  do  either ;  yet  you  have  told  the  world,  f<  that 
I  have  confejfed  myfelf  confeions  of  the  moft  fla- 
grant and  enormous  guilt,  and  expreffed  my  con- 
trition." You  knew  that  of  ninety  ftate  prifoners, 
fix  only  have  been  examined,  that  thefe  fix 
have  not  in  the  moft  diftant  degree  confejfed 
confeious  guilt,  or  contrition,  or  humbly  implor- 
ed pardon,  and  that  the  eighty-four  have  never 
been  afked  a  queftion  yet  you  have  told  the  Par- 
liament that  every  one  of  the  ninety  have  made  the 
like  confeffions  of  guilt,  contrition,  and  have  alike 
humbly  implored  pardon.  You  knew  that  the 
written  compact  contained  a  ftipulation  that  the 
country  to  which  we  were  to  emigrate  "  was  to  be 
mutually  agreed  on  between  us  and  the  govern- 
ment," yet  you  have  told  the  Parliament  "  that 
we  had  conditioned  to  be  tranfported  to  fuch  fo- 
reign country  as  to  the  King  fhall  feem  meet." 
You  knew  that  I  had  exprefsly  declared  that  my 
brother  would  not  enter  into  any  conditions  with 
the  government  yet  you  have  firft  attempted  to 
terrify  him  into  your  meafures,  by  fending  the  very 
Mute  you  had  fent  me,  and  when  this  was  treated 
with  the  contempt  it  deferved,  you  took  advantage 
of  our  feparation  to  try  to  make  him  believe  that  I 
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had  promifed  he  mould  enter  into  conditions.  You, 
knew  that  1  had  exprefsly  conditioned  for  the  right 
of  publifhing  every  part  of  the  information  I  might 
give,  conformably  to  my  agreement,  and  alfo  o( 
refuting  calumnies ;  you  knew  that  this  right  had 
been  recognized  by  your  colleague  Mr.  Cooke, 
fome  time  after  we  mad'  our  agreement ;  yet  you 
have  not  only  violated  this  important  condition/ 
but  you  have  added  to  the  fufferings  of  a  prifon, 
and  held  out  your  mui  erous  menace.    You  knew 
that  you  had  conditioned  that  we  mould  emigrate 
after  we  had  performed  our  part  of  the  compact, 
and  now  that  ours  has  been  faithfully  difcharged, 
you  have  fet  up  a  plea  of  neceflky,  which  is  equally 
valid  for  detaining  us  for  life  as  for  an  hour,  and 
equally  reconcileable  with  your  contradictory  inter- 
pretations and  fhamtful  prevarications.    Thefe  are 
a  fmall  part  of  the  catalogue  of  breaches  of  faith, 
honor  and  truth,  of  which  I  accufe  you;    As  to 
what  concerns  the  written  agreement,  compare  it 
with  the  law  which  you  were  pledged  mould  be  in 
perfect  conformity  with  its  fpirit  and  letter,  arid  for 
which  you  were  bound  to  furnifh  the  matter  for  the 
Parliament  to  go  by  ;  yet  I  will  fubmit  to  be  brand- 
ed for  the  molt  infamous  liar,  if  this  law  is  not  a 
moft  grofs  violation  of  the  agreement,  which  the 
Chancellor  declared,  "  the  government  that  could 
violate,  neither  could  ftand,  nor  defer ved  to  ftand." 
But  though  there  had  not  been  one  of  thofe  exprefs 
flipulations,  or   thofe    difhonourable  infractions, 
fhould  I  have  forfeited  every  right  of  humanity  ? 
Should  I  have  borne  with  every  falfhood  and  every 
calumny,  malice  and  perfidy  have  poured  out  againft 
me '?    No,  I  fliQuld  ftill  retain  the  imprescriptible 
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right  of  felf-defencc,  that  right  with  which  God 
and  nature  have  a^m :  i  e very  man,  and  of  which  no 
power  on  earth  can  deprive  him,  Let  it  coft  what 
it  may,  1  will  refcue  thofe  honorable  men  from  the 
calumny,  for  which  you  have  held  me  out  as  having 
furnifhed  the  matter.  The  means  which  have  been 
hitherto  ufed  to  difpatch  me,  leave  me  no  doubt 
of  what  I  have  to  expect.  The  folemn  declaration 
of  Coigley  (in  the  prefence  of  perfons  of  the  firft 
credit)  of  the  propofal  conveyed  by  the  Reverend 
Griffiths,  for  faving  his  life,  and  the  giving  up 
mine,  gives  fome  idea  of  the  jufttce  1  have  any 
hope  of  obtaining.     Abandon  thofe  underhand 

means       fpare  your  murderous  menace  fend 

me  your  Mutes.    The  fame  neceffity  which  can 
juftify  your  detaining  me  a  prifoner  for  life,  will 
equally  juftify  you  for  my  murder,  and  infinitely 
more  than  for  my  calumniation.    The  man  who 
has  lived  in  conftant  habits  of  intimacy  with  death 
for  fhefe  laft  three  years,  had  he  been  the  verieft 
coward,  muft  now  be  familiar  with  his  moft  ghaftly 
appearance  ^  not  a  night  that  he  has  not  fat  perched 
x)n  my  pillow,  not  a  ftep  have  I  taken  that  he  has 
not  walked  by  my  fide,  not  a  thought  nor  an  act 
that  was  not  directed  to  what,  I  was  convinced, 
was  the  good  of  my  country,  and  not  a  thought 
nor  an  act  that  did  not  forfeit  my  life,  by  the  code, 
martial  and  civil,  to  which  my  country  has  been 
made  fubject.    My  prifon  is  the  manfion  of  death- 
its  inmates  in  fuccefTion  are  dragged  to  the  gallows — 
its  porch  is  the  fcaffold — and  the  hangman  is  amongft 
my  attendants;  yet  you  imagine  you  can  infufe 
terror  by  your  daftardly  menace.    Do  not  yourfelf 
fuch  injuftice,  you  have  not  prepared  me  fo  ill  for 
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the  language  of  the  aflaffin,  or  the  executioner's 
gripe.  Torn  myfelf  from  the  loved,  adored,  cho- 
fen  friends  of  my  heart,  is  there  a  fibre  that  can 
link  the  parent  to  his  child,  the  wife  to  her  hufband, 
children  to  their  parents,  or  to  one  another,  that  I 
have  not  feen  torn  afunder  by  the  ruffian  hand  of 
rurhlefs  power,  in  thofe  different  prifons  of  mifery, 
where  I  am  doomed  to  pafs  the  vigour  of  life  ?  Is 
there  an  infuk  you  or  your  underlings  have  not 
practiced  ?  Is  there  an  alleviation,  of  which  you 
have  not  fought  to  deprive  me  ?  One  only  com- 
fort I  had  left,  I  fhared  the  prifon  of  the  twin  bro- 
ther of  my  foul,  I  fhared  his  forrows  for  the  fuf- 
ferings  of  his  loved  wife  and  his  eight  infant  inno- 
cents, fcattered  by  marllialled  blood-hounds,  who 
have  plundered  his  houfe,  ravaged  his  demefne,  and 
deftroyed  his  property,  one  hundred  miles  diftant 
from  the  pretext  of  revolt ;  when  the  tear  ftartcd 
for  his  abfent,  helplefs  children,  or  for  his  beloved 
country,  I  could  prefs  him  to  my  heart,  and  wipe 
away  the  bitter  drops  from  his  manly  face,  or  alle- 
viate his  forrows  by  making  commonage  of  our 
feelings,  our  affections,  and  our  fufFe  rings.  This 
is  the  brother  whofe  crimes  are  his  talents,  his  vir- 
tues, and  love  of  the  people  3  for  whom  an  acquittal 
ferves  but  to  prolong  your  cruelties  and  his  perfe- 
ctions. Bereft  of  this  laft,  this  only  comfort  I 
had  left,  familiarized  not  only  with  death,  but 
with  its  moft  fublimated  horrors,  trull:  me4there 
is  no  terror  in  your  threats.  Beloved,  faithful 
countrymen,  have  you,  with  a  fidelity  unparalleled 
?n  the  annals  of  the  world,  preferved  my  life  in  de- 
fiance of  torture,  that  I  fnould  drag  it  along  in  a 
dungeon,  loaded  with  chains  and  infamy,  for  the 
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mere  fufFerancc  of  rtfpiration.    You,  whofe  dif- 
coloured  faces  and  fwollen  tongues,  hanging  from 
your  mouths,  fcarcely  able  to  receive  fuftenance  for 
the  fupport  of  exiftence,  defcribing  the  ftranglings 
you  have  endured  more  feelingly  than  eloquence 
could  utter,  and  you,  whofe  Mem  has  been  torn  from 
your  bones  by  killings,  and  torn  again  before  it 
had  been  cicatrized,  have  you  borne  all  (when  but 
to  have  fighed  my  name  in  the  ravings  of  your  tor- 
tures, you  would  have  been  cherifhed  as  the  fa- 
viours  of  your  country,)  that  I  mould  breath  but 
by  the  bounty  of  calumniators. — And  you  dear,  ve- 
nerated, departed  friends,  have  you  taught  me  by 
your  example,  to  balance  between  death  and  in- 
famy ;  you  have  been  made  exiles  from  the  world, 
I  have  fubmitted  to  be  exiled  from  our  beloved: 
Ireland — let  him  that  loves  his  country,  eftimate. 
the  difference. 

You  may  imagine  that  juftice  has  been  filenced 
by  the  ftorm,  which  has  raged,  and  in  your  trium- 
phant courfe  you  may  revive  the  ancient  law,  which 
makes  the  murder  of  mere  Irifhmen  juftifiable  ho- 
micide :  I  am  indeed  a  mce  Irifhman,  the  country 
knows  me  to  be  nothing  elfe  :  like  *  Williams  and 
Lawrence,  you  may  confefs  the  fact  and  plead  the 
CUSTOM,  a  hod  of  precedents,  in  fix  hundred 
years,  will  bear  you  out — but  not  fo  fa  ft — returning 
calm  may  one  day  bring  the  reign  of  reafon  back, 
the  man  who  "  fmears  the  fleepy  grooms"  will 

*  Sir  John  Davis  cites  t^e  records  of  thefe  two  cafes,  to  prove  that  the 
murder  of  the  Irifh  people  by  the  Englifli,  was  a  Jegal  act..  Williams  con- 
fellcd  the  murder,  hut  proved  the  man  lie  murdered  was  a  mere  Irifhman 
— Williams  was  acquitted. — Lawrence  frt  up  the  fame  plea,  but  it  ap- 
peared, the  mau  he  murdered  v  as  an  Engliuiman — Lawreacr  was  ba»g«  j. 
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find  Cf  there  is  no  lure  foundation  fet  on  blood." 
A  few  defigning  villains  may  delude,  they  cannot 
with  the  like  mccefs  betray. 

At  any  time,  juftice  to  myfelf  and  to  thofe  ve- 
f  nerated  men  you  have  attempted  to  defame,  would 
call  for  the  difclofure  I  have  made    but  now,  when 
j  minifterial  confidence  has  become  the  wicked  and 
deftruclive  jargon  of  the  day,  it  is  a  duty  I  owe 
my  country  to  give  a  true  and  faithful  picture  of 
,  the  honor  your  minifterial  integrity  afrbrds.    If  the 
time  mould  ever  come,  when  a  treacherous  advan- 
tage of  our  cruel  difunion,  might  be  taken,  by  a 
defperate  effort  to  deftroy  even  the  fhadow  of  our 
national  independence,  and  erafe  this  great  and 
powerful  iftand  from  the  lift  of  nations. — If  adding 
infults  to  injury,  equivalents  mould  be  talked  of 
for  what  is  beyond  all  value,  and  that  to  dole  out 
as  chanty  the  thoufand  part  of  rights  which  God 
and  nature  gave  us  mail  be  called  equivalents. — If 
enormous  burdens  mould  be  added,  that  we  fhall 
be  told  they  are  meant  for  our  relief,  and  if  in  this 
monftrous  project  you  mould  hold  a  minifterial 
ftation,  let  your  conduct  towards  me  be  the  earned 
of  your  conduct  to  the  nation.    Let  me  be  banifli- 
ed  to  the  moft  diftant  pole,  you  cannot  eradicate 
the  love  of  country  from  my  heart :  Country  is  my 
God,  upon  its  altar  I  could  offer  up,  not  only  for- 
tune, not  only  life — I  can  do  more — I  can  facrifice 
revenge.    Had  the  dreadful  lift  of  thofe  beloved 
friends,  whom  I  mail  mourn  while  I  live,  been 
greater  than  it  is — had  the  profufion  of  my  own 
particular  blood,  been  fo  abundant  that  I  were 
left  the  laft  of  mine  own  race — did  my  fufferings 
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equal,  for  exceed  they  could  not,  the  mod  excru- 
ciating tortures,  which  have  been  inflicted  through- 
out all  Innisfaii — if  the  falvaiion  of  our  ijland  wers 
at  ftake,  I  would  flretch  out  one  arm  to  grafp  the 
bloody  hands  of  my  deluded,  madened,  betrayed 
countrymen,  point  the  other  to  our  common  pa- 
rent, and  in  the  deliverance  of  our  common  coun- 
try, bury  all  remembrance  of  the  paft  $  while  mu- 
tual tears  of  bittereft  grief,  forrow  and  regret, 
mould  warn  away  all  memory,  of  how  all  former 
blood  had  flowed.    Add  thefe  to  my  crimes,  and 
let  the  expofure  of  your  guilt  be  one.    The  more 
clearly  I  have  depicted  you,  the  more  vindictive 
your  revenge.    What  I  value,  and  which  I  now 
defend,  is  above  your  reach ;  power  is  not  temper- 
ed to  pierce  the  fhield,  which  honefty  can  forge- 
put  character  upon  its  trial,  no  jury  can  be  packed 
—the  patriots  who  have  ever  lived  are  duly  fum- 
moned  to  attend,  and  time  records  the  verdict. 
The  patriots  of  Greece  and  Rome,  the  RufTels, 
Sydneys,  Hampdens,  and  Roger  Moore,  the  pa- 
triots of  Helvetia,  of  Batavia,  of  America,  have 
all  been  branded  traitors,  in  the  days  they  lived  j 
but  pofterity  has  done  them  juflice. — Patience, 
Kofkioufko,  your  beloved  Poland  has  been  parti- 
tioned by  the  ruffian  robbers,  v/ho  have  fried  her 
blood  j  juftice  has  but  flept — ten  years,  nay,  not  five 
have  yetelapfed,  cc  time  is  the  old  juftice  that  ex- 
amines all  fuch  offenders."    Character  is  never 
fairly  before  the  world  until  the  owner  is  no  more. 
While  I  live,  though  it  be  within  the  precincts  of 
the  fcaffbld,  I  will  vindicate  my  honor,  I  will  raife 
my  voice  from  the  depths  of  my  dungeon,  and 
when  I  mall  have  difcharged  the  laft  debt  my  coun- 
try 
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try  can  expect  or  I  can  pay — the  world  will  dd 
me  juftice. 

Young  Lord,  I  fought  you  not,  you  have  grap- 
pled wirh  my  honor  upon  thefe  troubled  waters  ;  if 
your's  fhall  have  perifned,  blame  your  own  teme- 
meritv.  Mark  but  the  fmalleft  made  in  any  charge 
I  have  made  againft  you,  that  is  not  grounded  in  the 
brighteft  truth,  and  I  will  feel  more  pleafure  (if 
poffible)  in  retracting  it*  than  I  have  felt  pain  in 
travelling  through  the  long  and  mameful  hiftory  of 
your  difhonor.  Thofe  who  know  me  beft,  will 
acquit  me  of  die  cefpondent,  gloomy  mind,  which 
likes  to  dwell  on  human  nature's  dark,  deformed 
ilde ;  whiift  thofe,  who  know  me  lead  and  hate  me 
irtoft,  (hall  feek  in  vain  for  grounds  for  defamation. 
Had  your  offences  been  thofe  of  folly,  of  inexperi- 
ence, of  ignorance,  or  of  inordinate  prefumption, 
the  pompous  empty  carriage  of  the  man  mould 
have  en  lured  your  acquittal  but  vacant  indeed  rnuft 
be  the  mind  that  cannot  mark  the  ftrong  and  glar- 
ing lines,  which  feparate  truth  from  falfhood,  honor 
from  infamy,  and  faith  from  perfidy.  Convince 
me  that  you  are  guiltle  s,  that  1  am  in  error,  and  I 
will  do  ycu  juftice;  but  with  thefe  ftrong  impref- 
fions  of  ftrong  conviction  on  my  mind,  I  can  fub- 
fcftbe  myfelf  with  no  other  fentiment,  than  that 
which  arifes  from  a  mixture  of  pity  and  con- 
tempt. 

ARTHUR  O'CONNOR, 

From  my  Prifon, 
January  $th,    1 799' 


